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DEMOGRAPHY

Household: One person or group of persons with or without a family relationship who live in the 
same dwelling.

Age: Age attained by the person.

Child: A child is defined as an individual under the age of 18.

Elderly dependency ratio: The number of persons aged “65 and over” age groups per 100 persons 
at “15-64” age group.

Child dependency ratio: The number of persons aged “15-64” age groups per 100 persons at 
“0-14” age group.

Marriage: In accordance with the Turkish Civil Code, is a contract made between a man and 
woman to live together, sanctioned by a legal authority. The marriageable age is determined by 
the Turkish Civil Code as having reached 17 years of age.

Child marriage: It refers to both formal and informal unions in which at least one of the parties is 
under the age of 18.

Divorce: A final legal dissolution of a marriage, that is, the separation of husband and wife by a 
judicial decree which confers on the parties the right to civil remarriage.

Life expectancy at birth: It is the average number of years a newborn is expected to live having 
been exposed to age specific mortality rates at certain periods through his/her life.
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Population by years

CHILD POPULATION
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DEMOGRAPHY
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DEMOGRAPHY

Girls
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Child marriage
at age group of 16-17

        in 2024

0.7% of girls aged 16-17 and

0.05% of boys aged 16-17 

got married
Proportion of girls who got married in  
the age group of 16-17 by province, 2024

Note: Only officially registered marriages covered in the statistics.

Children under the custody 
of one parent

In 2024
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children given to  
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mothers fathers



A SNAPSHOT ON STATISTICS ON CHILDREN IN TÜRKİYE 20246

Adolescent fertility rate: The average number of live births per one thousand women in the 
15-19 age group.

Live birth: The births where the child lives at least a few minutes and shows evidence of life such 
as crying, breathing or moving.

Stunting: It refers to a child who is too short for his or her age. Stunting is the failure to grow both 
physically and cognitively and is the result of chronic or recurrent malnutrition.

Wasting: It refers to a child who is too thin for his or her height. Wasting, or acute malnutrition,  
is the result of recent rapid weight loss or the failure to gain weight. A child who is moderately or 
severely wasted has an increased risk of death, but treatment is possible.

Underweight: It is a composite form of undernutrition that can include elements of stunting and 
wasting (i.e. an underweight child can have a reduced weight for their age due to being too short 
for their age and/or being too thin for their height).

Overweight: It refers to a child who is too heavy for his or her height. This form of malnutrition 
results from expending too few calories for the amount consumed from food and drinks and 
increases the risk of noncommunicable diseases later in life.

Death: It is the permanent disappearance of all evidence of life at any time after live birth has 
taken place.

Infant mortality: It includes deaths occurring in one year after live birth has taken place. In other 
words, infant death is death occurring before reaching one year of age.

Child death under five years of age: It is a child death occurring before reaching 5 years of age 
in a certain year.

HEALTH
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BIRTHS

Adolescent fertility rate 
per 1 000 women aged 15-19 years

       in 2024

     6 074 of births were to  
         mothers younger than 18 years

Births in hospital

Births out of hospital 

of births were 
attended by 
skilled health 
personnel
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NUTRITION

1.7% 1.5% 8.1%6.0%
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14.4% 88.1%

Continued breast feeding
The distribution of feeding time with  
breast milk of the babies, 2022

Feeding time with breast milk of the 
babies of 0-6 months (%)

Time of feeding with breast milk as well as additional
food is also included.

Month

Anthropometric malnutrition indicators
Proportion of children aged 0-4, 2018

Stunting

Short for their ageThin for their height

Wasting Overweight

Thin for their age Heavy for their height

Underweight

currently 
breastfed

are exclusively 
breastfed

Of infants under
6 months of age

Of infants 4-5 
months of age
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31% 27%

29% 20%

7% 11%

7% 9%

HEALTH

99.0%

95.2%

96.0%

98.8%

95.2%

Immunization 
% of target population coverage by all vaccines included in national programme, 2023 

BCG
(Bacillus Calmette-Guerin Vaccine)

*In 2019, CPV Booster implementation was started.

CPV Booster*  
(Conjugated Pneumococcal Vaccine)

3 doses

HBV 
(Hepatitis B Vaccine)

3 doses

DaBT 

3 doses

(Diphtheria acellular Pertussis
Tetanus Vaccine)

MMR

3 doses
(Measles Mumps
Rubella Vaccine)

Main diseases/health problems 
% of children, 2022

0-6 years old 7-14 years old

Upper respiratory tract infection Upper respiratory tract infection

Diarrhoea Diarrhoea

Lower respiratory tract infection Oral and dental health problems

Anemia Visual problems 
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HEALTH

Health status
General health status of children, 2024

Total

Very good or good

94.5%

Very good or good

95.1%

Very good or good

  94.7%

Very good or good

  93.5%

Fair

4.6%

Fair

4.1%

Fair

 4.4%

Fair

  5.5%

Bad or very bad

0.9%

Bad or very bad

0.7%

Bad or very bad

  0.9%

Bad or very bad

  1.0%

Age 5 and 
under Age 6-11 Age 12-15

Limitation of activities due to health problems
Limitation of the activities of children under the age of 15 compared to their peers 
due to an ongoing physical or mental problem/illness or disability

*It covers whether children under the age of 15 are limited in their activities compared to their peers due to an 
ongoing physical or mental problem/illness or disability, and the severity of this restriction.

Total

0.0%0.7% 4.7% 53.7%

0.1%2.8% 51.1% 40.9%

99.9%96.5% 44.3% 5.4%

Severely limited

Limited but not severely

Not limited at all

Very good or good Fair Bad or very bad

100
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60

40

20

0

GirlsBoysTotal

53.7% 50.2% 58.9%

36.3%44.0%

5.8% 4.8%

40.9%

5.4%

Severely limited Limited but not 
severely

Not limited at all

%88,1

Limitation of activities due to 
health problems experienced for 
at least the last 6 months by the 
children who have bad or very 
bad health, 2024
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HEALTH AND MORTALITY

Causes of death

children aged 1-17 died6 149   
1 538 

in 2024

Boys Girls Total

1 113 

642
in 2024
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3.2%
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14.2

9.8

11.9

10.3
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8.3

10.3
% %

%88,1

caused by  
external injury  
and poisoning

from unknown 
causes 

children killed 
in road traffic 
accidents

children injured 
in road traffic 
accidents

Mortality rates
Per 1 000 births
Infant

Unhealthy habits
% of households with at least one child 
and having unhealthy habits, 2024

households were in the 
habit of smoking cigarette, 
tobacco and puro

households were in the 
habit of consuming 
alcoholic beverages

Under 5 years old
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FUNCTIONAL 
DIFFICULTIES

Children having difficulty in seeing: It covers children who have difficulty in seeing or who can 
not see at all.

Children having difficulty in hearing: It covers children who have difficulty in hearing or who can 
not hear at all.

Children having difficulty in walking: It covers children who have difficulty in walking or who 
can not walk at all.

Children having difficulty in learning: It covers children who have difficulty in learning or who 
can not learn at all.

Children having difficulty in speaking: It covers children who have difficulty in speaking or who 
can not speak at all.

Functional difficulties in at least one domain: It covers children who have difficulty in at least 
one of the 5 domains above (seeing, hearing, walking, learning, speaking) or who can not do it 
at all.
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0.8%

0.7% 0.9%

Total

GirlsBoys

Functional difficulties in at least one domain

4.4% 2.2%

Total

Total

GirlsBoys

Age 2-14 Age 2-4

3.9%

3.3%

4.5% 3.3%
GirlsBoys

in 2022

0.4%Total 1.5%Total 1.5%Total 1.0%Total

0.3% 0.5% 1.8% 1.2% 2.0% 1.0% 1.2% 0.9%

4.6% 3.6%

Total

GirlsBoys

Age 5-14

4.1%

FUNCTIONAL DIFFICULTIES

Functional difficulties
Percentage of children aged 2-14 having functional difficulty by domain, 2022

Seeing Hearing Walking Learning Speaking

Girls Girls Girls GirlsBoys Boys Boys Boys
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EDUCATION

School/institution: They are the physical and virtual places where educational activities depend-
ing on or related to the Ministry of National Education are carried out.

Formal education: Formal education is the regular education conducted within a school for 
individuals in a certain age group and at the same level, under programs developed in accordance 
with the purpose. Formal education includes pre-primary, primary school, lower secondary school, 
upper secondary and higher education institutions.

Net enrollment rate: It is obtained by dividing the number of students of a theoretical age group 
enrolled in a specific level of education by the population in that age group.

Gross enrollment rate: It is obtained by dividing the number of students enrolled in a specific 
level of education by the population in that level’s theoretical age group.

Pre-primary education: Pre–primary education involves the education of children in the age 
group of 3–5 who have not reached the age of compulsory primary education, on an optional basis.

Primary school: Prior to 1997/’98 education year, in primary schools 5 year compulsory education 
was this education level, present covering 6-10 year old children.

Primary education: With the Public Act no.4306 published on 18.08.1997, from 1997/’98 education 
year on 8 year continuous compulsory education is applicable. Primary education involves the 
education and training of children in the age group of 6 to 13.

Upper secondary education: Upper secondary education includes all the teaching institution, 
general vocational and technical education institutions with at least four year compulsory formal 
or non-formal education, based on primary and lower secondary education.
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14.4%

73.3%

95.7%

73.7%

97.9%

ECDI

Boys

14.0%

97.8%

69.4%

69.8%

95.2%

Girls

97.9%

14.9%

77.6%

96.4%

78.0%

CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Percentage of children who are developmentally on track in at least three of four domains: 
Literacy-numeracy, Physical, Social-emotional and Learning.

Early Childhood Development Index (ECDI)

Early childhood development index (ECDI)
% of children 3-4 years developmentally on track, 2018

In literacy and 
numeracy

Socially and 
emotionally

In learning

Physically
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57.2%

51.9%

Net

98.7%

99.3%

98.7%

95.0%

Net

97.0%96.5%    
98.4%

91.5%

Net

79.4%81.2% 
110.5%

88.0%

Net

57.6%

51.9%

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

99.5%

94.9%

97.7%

91.4%

111.1%

87.3%

56.8%

51.9%

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

99.2%

95.2%

99.2%

91.5%

109.9%

88.7%

98.7%

96.1%

83.0%

EDUCATION

In education year 2023/’24 
School enrollment

3-5 year olds

Gross

Gross

Gross

Gross

Enrollment

Enrollment

Enrollment

Enrollment

Completion

Completion

Completion

Primary school (Grades 1-4)

Lower secondary school (Grades 5-8)

Upper secondary education (Grades 9-12)
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5 796 8815 644 386 5 314 796

18
23

14

12 22

3.0% 
63.0% 37.0%

18 710 265 559 725

EDUCATION

Number of students

2023/’24 education year

Primary school
Lower secondary

school
Upper secondary

school

Number of students per teacher Number of students per classroom

Primary school

Lower secondary school

Upper secondary school

Primary school
+
Lower secondary school

Upper secondary school

Students receiving special education

2023/’24 education year

Proportion of students 
receiving special education

Proportion of boys in students 
receiving special education

Proportion of girls in students 
receiving special education

Number of students who 
continued formal education Number of students receiving special 

education in formal education
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Total

13.4%

14.1%
Girls

12.7%
Boys

25.6% 11.4%

16
%

12.1

6-9 10-12 13-14 15-17

14.0 13.8 14.3
14

12

10

8

6

4

2

0

73.2% 72.4% 55.6%

8.8% 6.8% 6.8%

50.5%

TOTAL

57.6%43.9%

Boys Girls

EDUCATION

Schoolwork pressure
Children (age 6-17) who feel pressured by 
schoolwork*, 2022

Children who feel pressured by schoolwork
by age group, 2022

By sex

By functional difficulty
With 
difficulties

No 
difficulties

Sense of school belonging
Age 13-17, 2022
Children who agree with the following statements

* Reported by mothers/primary caregivers

I make friends easily
at school

I feel like I belong
at school

Other students seem
to like me

I feel awkward and out
of place in my school

I feel like an outsider (or left 
out of things) at school

I feel lonely at school

Anxiety before exams
Students aged 13-17 who report feeling very anxious even if they are well prepared for an exam, 2022
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CHILD AND INFORMATION
AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY

Regular Internet use: Those who use the Internet several times a day, once a day or almost every day 
and at least once a week are considered to be regular Internet users.

Children who use mobile phones regularly: Those who use a mobile phone several times a day, 
once a day, or almost every day and at least once a week are considered regular mobile phone users.

Children who play digital games regularly: Those who play digital games several times a day, once 
a day, almost every day and at least once a week are considered to be regular digital gamers. 

Children who use social media regularly: Those who use social media several times a day, once a 
day, or almost every day and at least once a week are considered regular social media users. 

Children who use computers regularly: Those who use a computer several times a day, once a day, 
or almost every day and at least once a week are considered regular computer users. 
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Girls

87.7%

Total

87.9%

Boys

88.1%

Age 6-15
Girls

90.3%

Total

91.3%

Boys

92.2%

Age 11-15
Girls

93.0%

Total

94.7%

Boys

96.4%

CHILD AND INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY	

Internet usage of children by age group and sex (%), 2024	

Age 6-10
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Average daily usage time of children who use mobile phones/smartphones 
regularly, 2024

Internet

91.3%Total

92.2% 90.3%

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

GirlsBoys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Social media

66.1%Total

68.1% 64.0%

Mobile phone/smartphone

76.1%Total

76.9% 75.3%

Computer

50.3%Total

52.3% 48.3%

Digital game

74.0%Total

82.8% 64.8%

Half an hour or less 23.7% 33.8% 15.8% 20.3% 29.3% 13.3%

Almost 4-5 hours

Daily usage time on weekdays Daily usage time on weekends
Age 6-15 Age 6-15Age 6-10 Age 6-10Age 11-15 Age 11-15

*Those who use a mobile phone several times a day, once a day, or almost every day and at least once a week are considered regular 
mobile phone users.

6 hours or more 7.0% 3.3% 9.8% 10.3% 4.1% 15.1%

Almost 2-3 hours 27.8% 20.6% 33.4% 30.4% 28.4% 31.9%

10.4% 4.7% 14.8% 14.9% 8.2% 20.2%

31.2% 37.6% 26.2% 24.1% 30.1% 19.5%Almost one hour

Purposes of Internet usage by children who use Internet regularly by sex
(age 6-15), 2024

CHILD AND INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY	
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Watching video over
the Internet 

83.9%Total

84.3% 83.5%
Girls

Girls

Girls

Boys

Boys

Boys

Social media 

72.6%Total

73.6% 71.4%

Searching for information 
about goods or services

45.6%Total

44.7% 46.6%

Using the Internet for 
homework or learning or 

participating in online courses

75.0%Total

72.7% 77.6%
Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Listening to or
downloading music

68.1%Total

63.6% 72.9%

Online shopping

14.7%Total

13.9% 15.5%

Playing or downloading 
game

72.7%Total

81.4% 63.2%

Messaging 

65.2%Total

63.5% 67.0%

Sending/receiving e-mails 

13.2%Total

14.6% 11.7%

Internet usage purposes of children who use Internet regularly by sex and age 
group, 2024

CHILD AND INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY	
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WORKING 
CHILDREN

Labour force participation rate: Indicates the ratio of the labour force to non-institutional working 
age population.

Employment: Comprises all the non-institutional working age population who are included in the 
“persons at work” and “not at work”.

Employment rate: Employment rate is the ratio of employed persons to the non-institutional 
working age population.

Household chores: Persons not seeking a job and were not available for work due to household 
chores.

Non-institutional population: Comprises all the population excluding the residents of dormitories 
of universities, orphanages, rest homes for elderly persons, special hospitals, prisons and military 
barracks etc.

Engaged in economic activity (employed): This category comprises persons who, during the 
reference week, work at least 1 hour on any day for wage, profit or as unpaid in family enterprises 
as well as others who maintain their jobs although may not have been at work for various reasons 
during the reference week.

Child employment rate: It is the ratio of employed persons in the age group 5-17 to total non-
institutional population in the same age group.
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12% 32%

Total 
5-17

2.6%
0.2%5-11

12-14

15-17

2.0%

9.4%

6.0%
5-11

12-14

15-17

0.5%

4.0%

21.7%

Girls  5-17Boys  5-17

4.4%

0.4%

3.0%

15.7%

5-11

12-14

15-17

0.9%8.5%

GirlsBoys

WORKING CHILDREN

Child employment by age group and sex
% of non-institutional children engaged in economic activities, Quarter IV: October-December, 2019

Children engaged in economic activities who have exposure to risk of accident
at work  %, Quarter IV: October-December, 2019

of children 15-17  
attending school  are 
engaged in economic activity

of children 15-17
not attending school are
engaged in economic activity
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45.5% 43.9% 49.4%

23.7% 27.8% 13.7%

30.8% 28.2% 36.8%

Boys GirlsTotal

40

30

20

10

0

%

2021 

16.4

22.9

9.5

2022 

18.7

27.0

10.0 11.5

2023 

22.1

32.2

13.7

2024 

24.9

35.6

WORKING CHILDREN

Child employment by sectors
Age group 5-17
%, Quarter IV: October-December, 2019

Working 
children

Working  
Boys

Working  
Girls

Agriculture

Industry

Services

Labour force participation rate at age group of 15-17 by sex
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POVERTY

Poverty: The situation in which people can not meet their basic needs. It is possible to define 
poverty in two ways, with narrow and broad meanings. While the poverty in a narrow meaning is 
the state of hunger and not having a shelter, the poverty in a broad meaning is the state in which 
although the food, clothing and housing opportunities are enough to live, the living standards are 
below the level of the general society.

Poverty threshold: Poverty threshold is calculated by 60% of equivalised household disposable 
median income.

Poor: Households having equivalised household disposable income below these specified lines 
(60% of median income) are defined as the poor.

Population at-risk-of-poverty: Households having equivalised household disposable income 
below these specified thresholds are defined as population at-risk-of-poverty.

Poverty rate: It is defined as the proportion of the poor within the total population.

Material deprivation: Material deprivation rate is defined as the percentage of population with 
an enforced lack of at least four out of nine material deprivation items in the “economic strain and 
durables” dimension:1) Unexpected financial expenses, 2) One week’s annual holiday away from 
home, 3) Arrears (on mortgage or rent payments, utility bills, hire purchase instalments or other), 
4) Meal with meat, chicken, fish (or vegetarian equivalent) every second day, 5) Keeping home 
adequately warm, 6) Washing machine, 7) Colour TV, 8) Telephone (including fixed and mobile 
phone), 9) Car.
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POVERTY

30.9%
32.9%

Girls
Boys31.9%

Total

30.4%

23.9%

42.2%

33.7%34.6%

27.4%

2014 2017 2020 2024

45

40

35

30

25

20

29.4% 28.7%

Children in poverty

Material deprivation
Proportion of individuals who are deprived, 2014-2024

Total population  

Children

in 2024

7 039 000 
children were poor, 

according to the definition
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Material deprivation
Poverty status of children (age 15 and under) who cannot access the need groups due to material 
deprivation (%), 2024	

New (not second-hand) clothes 71.4%

72.4%

76.7%

63.1%

75.8%

66.8%

72.2%

63.8%

74.7%

75.0%

59.5%

65.1%

67.4%

Two pairs of properly fitting shoes 

Fruits and vegetables at least 
once a day

A meal with meat, chicken, fish or 
vegetarian equivalent at least once a day

Outdoor leisure equipment such as a 
bicycle, roller skates, etc.

Age-appropriate indoor toys or games

Participation in leisure activities

Participation in special day celebrations

Invite friends to play or eat
from time to time

Go on holiday away from home at 
least one week per year

Participation in school trips and
school events that cost money

Suitable place to study or do 
homework at home 

Books at home suitable for their age

* The poverty threshold is calculated according to 60% of the equivalent household disposable median income.	

0 20 40 60 80 100

POVERTY
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Children’s need groups (%), 2024

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

0

N
ew

 (n
ot

 s
ec

on
d-

ha
nd

) c
lo

th
es

9.2
2.2

%

2.3 3.3 8.7

19.0
12.8 21.3 32.6

45.9 26.6 26.3

10.3

7.2

9.4 10.0 23.1 8.0 16.5 11.7 18.2 10.1 8.7 22.2 18.7 11.2

Tw
o 

pa
irs

 o
f p

ro
pe

rly
 fi

tti
ng

 s
ho

es
 

Fr
ui

ts
 a

nd
 v

eg
et

ab
le

s 
at

 le
as

t 
on

ce
 a

 d
ay

A 
m

ea
l w

ith
 m

ea
t, 

ch
ic

ke
n,

 fi
sh

 o
r 

ve
ge

ta
ria

n 
eq

ui
va

le
nt

 a
t l

ea
st

 o
nc

e 
a 

da
y

O
ut

do
or

 le
is

ur
e 

eq
ui

pm
en

t s
uc

h 
as

 a
 

bi
cy

cl
e,

 ro
lle

r s
ka

te
s,

 e
tc

.

A
ge

-a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 in
do

or
 to

ys
 o

r g
am

es

P
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n 
in

 le
is

ur
e 

ac
tiv

iti
es

P
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n 
in

 s
pe

ci
al

 d
ay

 c
el

eb
ra

tio
ns

In
vi

te
 fr

ie
nd

s 
to

 p
la

y 
or

 e
at

fro
m

 ti
m

e 
to

 ti
m

e

G
o 

on
 h

ol
id

ay
 a

w
ay

 fr
om

 h
om

e 
at

 
le

as
t o

ne
 w

ee
k 

pe
r y

ea
r

P
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n 
in

 s
ch

oo
l t

rip
s 

an
d

sc
ho

ol
 e

ve
nt

s 
th

at
 c

os
t m

on
ey

S
ui

ta
bl

e 
pl

ac
e 

to
 s

tu
dy

 o
r d

o 
ho

m
ew

or
k 

at
 h

om
e 

B
oo

ks
 a

t h
om

e 
su

ita
bl

e 
fo

r t
he

ir 
ag

e

* The poverty threshold is calculated according to 60% of the equivalent household disposable median income.

Maddi yoksunluk nedeniyle sahip olmama Diğer nedenlerle sahip olmama

POVERTY
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Missing child: A child reported with the formal application of loss and found by the security  
unit/citizen.

Pushed into crime: A child who brought to the security unit under suspicion of having committed 
an offence.

Victim: A child who is damaged pecuniary and nonpecuniary from the acts defined as an offence 
in law.

Security unit: Police/Gendarme stations, the directorate of child department and the centre 
of child dependent on the General Commandership of Gendarme and General Directorate of 
Security.

Convict: A person who has been sentenced by a court for crime/crimes committed and received 
into prison and deprived of liberty.

Convicts received into prison: It covers the period between 1st January and 31st December of 
the year. In the case of a convict received into prison more than one time within the same year, 
that convict is counted for each time separately.

Adoption: It is the establishment of a child-parent relationship by establishing legal ties between 
the child and the person/spouse who are eligible for adoption.

Foster family: It is the appropriate family or persons who share the responsibility of education, care 
and upbringing of the children with government, for those who cannot be provided by their natural 
family in their own family environment for various reasons, and who can take the social responsibility 
for a short or long term, in paid or voluntary status, under the supervision of the state.

Orphan: UNICEF and global partners define an orphan as a child under 18 years of age who has 
lost one or both parents to any cause of death.

PROTECTION AND 
JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN
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Boys

Girls
136 284

3 626

106 591

22 059

Convicts received into prison

Boys Girls

Boys

Girls

Age 15-17Age 12-14

1 121
913 961

1 294 1 297

2019 2020      2022 20232021

44 36 38
79 98

16 614

42 705

4 855

1 095

19 641

85 888

978

31 256

53 320

5 363

9 810

97 625

198 541

1 167

PROTECTION AND JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN

Reason for reception

Incidents involving children received  
into security unit
Number of children aged 15-17 years old, 2023

Number of children brought  
to security units as victims
(all age groups), 2023

Victimisation of children

Number of child victims 
of sexual offence (all age 
groups), 2023

Witness

Misdemeanour

Pushed  
into crime

Missing 
(Found)

Victim

Other

Total
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81 373 258 515 5 276

13 524 15 135

5 623 8 520

7 864 10 430

493 589

Mother died Father died Both parents died

2020

2020

2020

2020

2024

2024

2024

2024

PROTECTION AND JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN

In institutional 
care

Returned to 
family

With foster  
parents

Adopted

Children orphaned
Number of children whose mother and/or father died, 2024

Children in alternative care
Number of children
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Total

13.8%

14.2%
Girls

27.2%

13.4%
Boys

15.9%
Age 6-12

11.6%

10.7%
Age 13-17

7.7% 7.2% 4.8% 4.4% 3.4% 2.1% 13.8%

100

80

60

40

20

0

PROTECTION AND JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN

Peer bullying
Children (age 6-17) who are exposed to bullying* by other children, 2022

By sex

By functional difficulty

By age group

Children (age 6-17) who are exposed to the bullying by other children by type of bullying, 2022

With difficulties No difficulties

*At least a few times a month

Made fun of 
by others

Left out of 
things on 
purpose

Exposed to 
spreading nasty 
rumours about

Got hit or 
pushed 
around

Taken away or 
destroyed things 

that belong to child

Threatened Children exposed to 
at least one of the 

mentioned bullying
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Total

Boys

Girls

PROTECTION AND JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN

78.1%

71.7%

87.7% 82.1%85.0% 71.1%

88.3% 85.3%86.6% 73.7%

86.9% 78.7%83.4% 68.4%

85.0%

80.3%

Peer support
Children (age 13-17) who agreed with selected statements on peer support, 2022

My friends really try
to help me

I can count on my friends
when things go wrong

I have friends with whom I can 
share my sorrows and joys 

I can talk to my friends
about my problems

Children’s social and emotional skills
Age 13-17, 2022
Children who agree following statements

Can control his/her 
own behaviours

Can keep his/her 
emotions under 
control

Children who can 
do all listed in the
adjacent columns

Can finish the work
he/she started despite
the difficulties he/she 
faced
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CHILD AND FAMILY

Parent: It includes the biological or adoptive mother and/or father who are responsible for caring for 
the child.

Parental support: It is defined as the degree of emotional closeness, acceptance, emotional support 
and interest of the parent.
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Help them as much as they need

Show them that they care

Encourage them to make their own 
decisions

Try to understand their problems and 
worries

Treat them like a baby

91.6%

92.8%

83.1%

87.0%

18.8%

TOTAL

TOTAL

TOTAL

TOTAL

TOTAL

91.3%

92.7%

82.8%

86.4%

21.2%

92.0%

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

Boys

92.9%

83.4%

87.6%

16.5%

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

Let them do the things they like 
doing

%81.0
TOTAL

80.7%81.3%

Try to control everything they do Make them feel better when they are 
upset

47.7% 84.8%

TOTAL TOTAL

46.2% 83.8%49.2% 85.6%

CHILD AND FAMILY

Parent support to children
Children who agree that their parents are like that 
Age 13-17, 2022 
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66.9% 72.9%
Girls Girls Girls

GirlsGirlsGirlsGirls

Boys Boys Boys

BoysBoysBoysBoys

69.9%Total

88.9% 90.6%

89.7%Total

97.5% 98.2%

97.9%Total

96.3% 97.2%

96.7%Total

26.3% 54.9% 35.0%30.8% 54.7% 31.5%

28.5%Total 54.8%Total 33.3%Total

CHILD AND FAMILY

Parent support to children
Children’s participation in certain activities with their parents/caregivers
Age   6-17, 2022

Discuss books, films or 
television programmes

Discuss how well the 
child is doing at school

Eating together around 
a table 

Spending time 
just talking

Go to a bookstore 
or library

Help the child with 
his/her homework

Discuss country 
agenda
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Girls

36.1%

36.2%

15.5%

17.7%

3.5%

2.3%

0.9%

5.2%

24.9%

Boys

42.5%

10.2%

10.6%

3.0%

8.7%

2.4%

7.1%

4.1%

0.7%

39.4%

17.4%

23.1%

9.1%

13.1%

2.9%

6.2%

0.8%

3.2%

52.5%
TOTAL

49.9% 55.2%

Total

CHILD AND FAMILY

Children’s involvement in household chores 
Age 5-17, 2022

Washing  dishes or cleaning 
around the house

Collecting wood/firewood/carrying 
coal for domestic use

Shopping for the 
household

Cooking

Washing clothes

Caring for children

Caring for someone old or sick

Bringing/carrying water to the 
house

Other

Children who have done at 
least one household chores 
during the previous week
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58.6%

35.8%

70.9%

26.1%

5.6% 3.0%

69.1%
Total GirlsBoys

69.3% 65.4%

27.5% 30.8%

3.2*% 3.8%

73.7%

23.4%

3.0%

* Since the number of observations is insufficient, it is recommended to use it with caution.
Note: Figures in graph may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

27.6%
Total

3.4%
Total

66.5%71.4%

29.6%25.6%

3.9%2.9%

CHILD AND FAMILY

Children’s happiness
Age 13-17, 2022

Happy

Unhappy

Neither happy
nor unhappy

With 
difficulties

No
difficulties

By functional difficultyBy sex

High Medium Low

By income group

Unhappy

Neither 
happy nor 
unhappy

Happy
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CHILD RIGHTS

Convention on the Rights of the Child: It was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 
20 November 1989. Turkey signed the Convention on 14th September 1990, to which 196 countries 
are party. There are four general principles that form the basis of children’s rights in the Convention 
which are: ‘non-discrimination, best interests of the child, viiews of the child, the right to survival and 
development’.
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53.3%

45.1%

52.7%

Boys

TOTAL
Girls

CHILD RIGHTS

47.1% 59.9%

39.1% 51.4%

48.6%56.6%

Children who 
know what their 
rights are

Children who heard 
about Convention 
on the Rights of the 
Child

Children who think 
that adults usually 
respect children’s 
rights

Awareness of children’s rights 
Age 13-17, 2022



A SNAPSHOT ON STATISTICS ON CHILDREN IN TÜRKİYE 202442

Age 13-14

Age 15-17

Age Group Age13-17

Total

53.3%

Total

52.7%

55.8%

51.6%

47.5% 53.6%

Total

45.1% 36.3% 47.8% 55.3%

CHILD RIGHTS

Children who know what their rights are, 2022

Children who heard about Convention on the Rights of the Child
Age 13-17, 2022

  F
un

ct
io

na
l

 d
iffi

cu
lti

es With difficulties No difficulties

 In
co

m
e 

G
ro

up
	

Low HighMedium

Children who think that adults usually respect children’s rights 
Age 13-17, 2022
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